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Madam President,  
 
 The rapid advancements in digital technologies continue to impact societies 
and economies, with a diverse range of impacts, opportunities as well as challenges. 
The human rights domain is no exception.  

 
The COVID pandemic has reinforced the enabling role of digital technologies 

in advancing and safeguarding rights and freedoms, in particular the fundamental 
rights to life, health, livelihood and development.  

 
Amidst the outbreak of the pandemic, some states and non-state actors have 

used digital technologies to stoke intolerance, hatred, stigmatization, and incitement 
to violence against individuals and groups, on the basis of color, race, ethnicity, 
religion and nationality. The civil society and human rights organizations have 
documented these State-led acts of commission and omission.     
 
Madam President,  
  

Rights to peaceful assembly and association are ‘gateway’ for realization, 
enjoyment and exercise of other fundamental rights and freedoms. In this regard, 
there is an organic and mutually reinforcing relationship between the rights to 
peaceful assembly and self-determination of people under foreign occupants.  
  

There is ample historical evidence that it is in internationally recognized 
situations of illegal occupation where peaceful protests, as an integral part of 
legitimate political freedom movement, have come under serious and systematic 
attack.  
  

The Occupied Jammu & Kashmir signifies one such distressing situation.  
 
Since last August, the occupier has stifled local dissent and muzzled peaceful 

assembly through brute force and with impunity. Large-scale extrajudicial killings 
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and use of live ammunition and pellets by nearly a million strong security forces are 
the hallmarks of 21st century version of neo-colonialism.  

 
Over 4 months of military siege and digital clampdown has been reinforced by 

an additional layer of COVID related lockdown. The entire spectrum of digital 
technologies from cellular phone connections to internet connectivity remains 
shutdown in occupied J&K. This Orwellian situation has been further compounded 
by round-the-clock surveillance of political and human rights activists under the 
cover of draconian anti-terrorism laws.  
  

We echo the High Commissioner’s call made in the Report, and urge the 
Council to call for lifting the internet shutdown; repeal of laws which allow arbitrary 
internet disruptions and arrests; and halt disproportionate and indiscriminate use of 
force, especially pellets, against Kashmiris.  
 
I thank you.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


